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Dear Members of Florida’s Congressional Delegation:

As Florida and the country heal from the pandemic, the American Jobs Plan’s proposal for
supporting and expanding Medicaid Home and Community-Based Services (HCBS) is
absolutely critical. The undersigned Florida organizations and individuals urge our members of
Congress to understand the importance of approving the proposed $400 billion in HCBS funding.

Medicaid HCBS programs provide a much less expensive alternative to nursing facility care for
low-income individuals who require significant assistance with the basic activities of daily
living. For eligible individuals, the cost of nursing home care is several times the cost of the
alternative HCBS program.[1]. In Florida, the two major HCBS programs that serve as the only
alternatives to institutional care are the iBudget waiver and the Long-Term Care (LTC) waiver.

The iBudget waiver provides medically necessary supports and services to people with
developmental disabilities to prevent institutionalization and to promote their health in a
home-based setting. [2]. The LTC waiver provides such services and supports to seniors and
other eligible individuals.[3]. These programs, which include services that are not typically
available through Medicare or standard medical insurance, such as personal care aides,
home-delivered meals, and private duty nursing, are absolutely essential for the state’s most
vulnerable populations. Tragically, for thousands of Floridians and their families, the two
programs are also terribly underfunded.

While eligible individuals can enroll immediately in the state’s institutional care program and
receive placement in a nursing home, most people far prefer to remain in their homes. The option
of receiving services at home is not simply a matter of personal preference, research has shown
that quality of life is significantly impacted. [4] And the pandemic provides a stark example of
how health outcomes are also adversely impacted by institutionalization. Almost 11,000 Florida
nursing home residents died due to COVID. [5]

Unfortunately, most people applying for HCBS are on long waitlists. Currently in Florida, over
20,000 individuals with developmental disabilities are on the waitlist for the iBudget waiver, an
increase of 1,200 individuals between July 2019 to July 2020. Forty percent of these individuals
have already been on the list for over 10 years. [6] [7]. Approximately, 60,000 individuals are on
the waitlist for the LTC waiver program. [8].
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In addition to long waitlists due to Florida’s lack of adequate funding, and despite having one of
the country’s largest qualifying populations, Florida’s funding for these waiver services is among
the lowest in the country, ranking 43rd in spending for HCBS programs at $20,500/enrollee.[9]

The underfunding of the programs has also created serious problems in Florida’s HCBS
workforce. When services are not adequately funded, it can be difficult to find workers to
provide services, especially during certain times, or for particularly intensive needs, or in certain
geographical locations. This results in dire situations as profoundly vulnerable program
enrollees, who rely on HCBS services, are left alone for days. This includes those who are
incontinent and need assistance to change and bathe. For example, Shirley, a woman who is
bed-bound following a stroke, relies entirely on home-health aides to operate the special lift to
get her out of bed. Her Medicaid managed care plan is unable to find aides to take care of her on
the weekends, forcing her to stay in bed for the entire weekend and increasing her risks for bed
sores and skin infections. [10]. Similarly, Alene, who lost the use of her legs and uses a
wheelchair has been stranded without assistance for days at a time, including virtually every
weekend for the past several months.[11].
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‘We need funding and incentives to increase the pool of workers willing to provide care for
Medicaid patients,” Alene explained. Medicaid just does not pay enough to sustain a workforce,

and things are far worse since COVID. Workers are terribly underpaid, making an average of
only $12 an hour. Most do not have benefits. An increase in funding to HCBS services is
essential to build the robust workforce of home health aides needed for current HCBS enrollees
who desperately rely on their services.

The situation will only get worse in Florida. Approximately 20% of the population is 65 or over,
and the growth rate for our senior population is among the highest in the country. [12]
Statistically, over half of people turning 65 will at some point develop a severe disability or
medical condition that will require HCBS.[13] Despite Florida’s growing senior population, the
state is currently ranked last in long-term services and supports (LTSS) for older adults, people
with physical disabilities, and family caregivers. According to AARP’s 2020 scorecard, Florida
is 51st in LTSS and has consistently ranked in the bottom for the past decade. [14].

For those older adults and people with disabilities who live at home, the responsibility of care
and support falls on family caregivers and the inadequacy of our system falls disproportionately
on people of color with limited income and wealth. For example, Thelma quit her job to care for
her elderly mother who requires 24/7 care. Although she was promised 41 hours of pay, the
managed care plan continued to cut her hours as her mother’s Alzheimer's progressed and her
health worsened. [15]

In sum, while a major increase in HCBS funding is needed throughout the country, the
predicament in Florida is particularly dire. The state is ranked 43rd in spending, last in long-term
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services and supports, and currently has tens of thousands of eligible individuals on the waitlist
for HCBS waivers.

We urge Florida’s lawmakers and leadership to support the proposed $400 billion investment in
the infrastructure of Medicaid HCBS and the workforce that provides these essential services.

Respecttully,

Florida Health Justice Project
Disability Rights Florida
Florida Policy Institute

And:

1199SEIU United Healthcare Workers East

A Guardian's Hope, Inc.

A.F.LLR.E. Of Pasco County, Inc.

Adult Care Housing, Inc.

Advocare Trust, Inc.

Allegany Franciscan Ministries

Anitya Doula Services

AnnMary, Inc.

Blessing Hands Solutions

Careride

Catalyst Miami

Champion Care, LLC

Clay County Change Makers Self Advocacy Group~United by Different ABilities
Columbus Organization

Coworkers, Inc.

Democratic Disability Caucus of Florida
Democratic Progressive Caucus of Tampa Bay
Destined for Change, LLC

Elder Law Associates, PA

Family Care Council Area 1

Family Care Council Area 14

Family Care Council Area 15

Family Care Council Suncoast West

Family Care Council, Area 9 (Palm Beach County)
First Coast Angels, LLC

Florida Alliance for Assistive Services and Technology, Inc.
Florida Center for Fiscal & Economic Policy
Florida Center for Inclusive Communities



Florida People's Advocacy Center

Florida Physical Therapy Association

Florida Self-Advocates Network'D (FL SAND)
Gold Coast Down Syndrome Organization
Gray Panthers of South Dade

Gulfcoast Legal Services, Inc.

Harris Support Services

Heart N Home Supported Living Services, Inc.
Helen Norris World Of Care Agency, LLC
Home Care Association of Florida

Honest Touch, LLC

Hope 4 Life, Inc.

J & M Support Coordination Services
Jacksonville Area Legal Aid, Inc.

Jewish Community Services of South Florida
Kaelin Support Services

Law Office of Kimberley Spire-Oh, PA

Living Dignified at Home, Inc.

Lupus and Allied Diseases Association, Inc.
MCS Music Therapy, LLC

Miami Dade County

Miracles In Motion

Monroe Association for ReMARCable Citizens
Morgan Law Center for Estate, Elder & Legacy Planning, PLLC
Neurologic Music Therapy, LLC

Older Adult Advocacy Taskforce

Open Arms Care, LLC

PARC

Peace of Heart Community

Prospering At Life, Inc.

Relatable Communications Group

Ridgeland Group Home, Inc.

RISE Center IRC

Rockwell Health Solutions

Sanzell Group Home Services, Inc.

Shalimare, Inc.

Sheryl J. Manning, P.L.

Solkoff Legal

Specially Fit

Stand Up For Independence, Inc.



Struggle for Miami's Affordable and Sustainable Housing, Inc.
Sunset Support Services

Teresa K Bowman, PA

The Advocacy Network on Disabilities

The Arc of South Florida

The House of Music Therapy, LLC

Tri County Senior Resource Referral Network, LLC

United Way of Miami-Dade

Wesley Chapel Support Services, LLC

Yasmina, Inc.

Your Life’s Choices, Inc.

Individuals:

Aaron Victoria
Abbe Hurwitz
Aidan Karmazinski
Alene Shaheed
Alex Karmazinski
Alischa Scherr
Alison DeBelder
Alison Holmes
Alison Yager

Allie Klionsky
Amanda Baker
Amanda Norwood
Amber Jones
Amelia Sklar
Andrew Elmore
Angel Tippit
Angela Pennington
Anh Le

Anita Fanic

Ann Adam-Clark
Ann Vaccaro

Anna Frusciante
Anna Santacroce
Anne Lesser Lufrano
Anthony DePalma
Ariela Moscowit
Arienne Valencia

Aubrey Posey, Esq.
Ben O'Kelley, MS
Betsy Isaac
Beverly DeLemos
Blanca Ceballos
Brande Shelton
Brea Beausang
Brenda Bautista
Brent Byers

Brian Larson
Briana Harris
BriAnne Weaver
Brooke fairman
By Steele

Carlos L. Martinez, CPA
Carol Lombardo
Carole Demery
Carole F. Abbott
Cecelia Varnum
Cherri Wood
Claire Brown
Claudia McCutcheon
Cleo Gallagher
Constance Geller
Crissy Armstrong
Cynthia Peters
Cynthia Smith

Cynthia Walburn
Dana Ekarintaragun
David Archibald
David B. Saltman
David King

Dawn Chisholm
Dayna Hon, LPN
Dayna Lazarus
Deborah White
Denise C. Torres
Denise Dreyer
Denise Haystrand
Denise Karp
Diane K. Smith
Dianne Webb

Don Rhoads
Donald Dorwart
Donna Krajewski
Donna Maheady
Donna Rabbitt Sebok
Donna Read
Douglas Del.emos
Ed Cooke

Eileen Briggs
Eileen Petrovic
Elaine Flasterstein
Elias Hasbun



Elissa Ghezzar
Elizabeth A Hill, DDS
Elizabeth Taylor
Ellen S. Morris
Emma Steele

Eric Ervast

Eric Geller

Erica Gramajo
Felice Yager
Frederick Anderson
Gabriel Parra

Gaby Gross

Gail E. Wright-Wilder
Gary Wood

Gavin Sinclair
Gene Mechan
George Richardson
Gig Steele

Gigi Mills

Gina Fabiano
Griselle Unda
Haley Moss
Heather Rahael
Heidi Coulombe Pritty
Henry Yager

Holly Foerch

Iris Leona Pelham
Isabelle DeRoy
Islara B. Souto
Jackie Rooney
Jacklyn Klionsky
Jacob Wiley

Jaime Estep

James Henderson
James Riley

Jane Moscowitz
Jane Robertson
Janet Thomas
Janice Amos

Jared Tustin

Jasmyn Enriquez
Jason S. Steifman
Jean Malacko

Jean Sherman, Ed.D., RN
Jean Woodard
Jeannette Haouzi
Jeff Lane

Jen Lundberg

Jenna Wylie

Jennifer Byers
Jennifer Carrillo
Jennifer Radigan
Jessica Allen

Jessica Anderson
Jessica DeKleva
Jessica Lamb

Jill Burke

Jill Layton

Joan Ohlson

Joanna Couch
Joanne Rodriguez
Johnna Gracik
Jolene Cartagenova
Joline Donelan
Jordan Brooks
Joseph Borowczyk
Judith Salvary-Brunson
Judy Graham
Julianne Bowman
JuliAnne DelMonego
Julie A Bussey

Julie Beausang

Julie DeVore

Justin Coffie

Justin DelJesus
Justin Ryan

Justin Sanchez

Kali Wilson
Kamberly Richmond
Kara Kendall

Karen Mitchell
Karen M. Clay
Karline Harris
Katherine E. Borst
Kathryn Davis
Kathryn Mcghee
Kathy Lewis
Katrina Rivers
Katy DeBriere
Kayla Howard
Kelley Rowe
Kevin Sanderson
Kevin Tipton

Kim Curran
Kimberly Irby
Kirsten Litchford
Kristal Gruer
Kristina York
Kristine d’Esterhazy
Kylie Burtoft

Kyle Davis
Ladonna Obrien
Laura Cianci
Laurence Isaacson
Laurie Ramsey
Lavennia s Dawson
Lee Jacobs

Lee Palmer-Moffitt
Leslie H. Weed
Linda Schotthoefer
Lisa Blackburn
Lisa Crouch

Lisa DiFranza

Lisa Holladay

Lisa Laettner

Lisa Lombard

Lisa Meeks

Lisa Peterson

Lisa Rose

Lori Danielson



Lori Gooding
Lucinda Hiles

Lydia Glazer

Lynn James

Maite Salazar
Marco Cartagenova
Maria Cabarcos
Maria E Hasbun
Marian Griffiths, MD
Maricella Rodriguez
Marilyn C. Belo

Marion Landua-Figueroa

Marjorie Epstein Aloni
Mark Fleming
Martha Bloyer
Marty Monroe
Mary Jim Norris
Mary Lee Kuhn
Mary Pringle
Maura Reedy
Megan Hesketh
Melanie Lachs
Melissa Bode
Melissa Giordano
Melissa Levine
Melissa Lipnick
Michael Polidoro
Michelle Detweiler
Michelle Kenoyer
Mike Beausang
MJ Harris
Mollie-Rae Jerman
Mona-Rose Bedard
Moraly Arroyo
Morgan Anderson
Nancy Cooper
Nancy Kinnally
Nancy E. Wright
Natalie R. Wilson
Nicole Kirby

Nina Tatlock

Octavia Teharte
Olivia Babis

Ora Prilleltensky
Patileann Zimmerman
Patti Constantino-Martin
Pauine Lipps

Paul Hunt

Paul Karmazinski
Paul Nathanson

Paul T Moore

Paula James

Phyllis M. Saltman
Pippa Milne

Priscilla J. Jean-Louis
Rachael Riccobene
Ramona Frischman
Raymond Clark
Rebecca C. Bell
Rebecca Sherman
Rebecca West

Rhina Jaar

Rick Cooper

Rita Nathawad
Robert Eli Rosen
Robert Smith

Robert M. Turner, PhD
Roberta J. Creighton
Robin Simmons
RoniLeigh Richman
Rosa Cutler

Rosa Rodriguez

Rose Ritter

Runette Sylvester
Ruth A. Brandwein
Salathiel Henley
Sally Hutchinson
Samantha Zingarelli
Sandra Davis

Sandra McCarty

Sandra Morgan
Sandra Strauser
Sandra Walters

Sara Barner-Rasmussen
Sarah Coleman
Sarah Halsell

Sarah Paffe

Scott Mitchell

SH Sharp

Sharon DeBriere
ShawnDel Karmazinski
Sheila Diane Dorsey
Shelbea Houston
Shelby Wright
Sherkina Roberts
Sherry Dye

Shirley L. Jonee
Stephanie Epstein
Stephanie Mongiovi
Sue Davis-Killian
Susan Holtzman
Sunny Dean
Suzanne Delehanty
Suzanne Pedlow
Suzette Morgan
Tabisha Raymond
Terri W Runyon
Terry Blackburn
Terry Robertson
Thelma Brathwaite
Tracy Carreola
Trenton Barrick
Tyyne Hamill
Ursula Thomas
Valerie Holmes
Valerie Silver
Valerie Smith
Valory Greenfield
Vanessa Hodgerson
Vilma Ramos



Wanda Vega William A Johnson, Esq. Yliana Eberts

Wendy G. Wallace William Trujillo Zimmerman Yolanda Herrera

WG Harris William West Zinzi Bailey, ScD, MSPH
Xochiquetzal Parker
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https://ahca.myflorida.com/medicaid/Finance/data_analytics/actuarial/docs/LTC Final Base Rat
es_RY20-21.pdf. See also LTC Capitation Rates and Related Services - Budget Estimate Detail,
obtained from AHCA by Justice in Aging in 2019 (finding that as of June 2019, the Nursing
Facility rate was $6,119 and the HCBS rate was $1,650. The Statewide Medicaid Managed Care
LTC rate paid managed care entities 44.6% of the Nursing Facility rate ($3,599.81)).

[2] Developmental Disabilities Individual Budgeting (iBudget) Waiver,
https://ahca.myflorida.com/Medicaid/hcbs_waivers/ibudget.shtml.
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